My apologies to President George W. Bush

Dear President Bush,

As your presidency winds down, I
realized that I blamed you for every-
thing that went wrong with this coun-
try. | was mistaken. You were an easy
scapegoat for my anxieties and discom-
forts. I must apologize. I AM responsi-
ble for the ills that have beset America.

I am the one to blame, not you. I
accept full responsibility. I am ashamed
to say, I did not vote during the presi-
dential election in November 2000. If I
had, things might have turned out dif-
ferently. (I did not vote for you, Mr.
Gore, or Mr. Nader. I did not vote.
Period.)

After the Clinton-Lewinski scandal,
I became disillusioned with American
politics. The sordid details, the alleged-
ly politically inspired Ken Starr inves-
tigations into Whitewater and the
resultant impeachment fiasco left a
sour taste in my mouth.

Your campaign promised to bring
respect and dignity back to the Office
of the President.

Had I voted, there might not have
been any need for the Florida recount,
the ridiculous definition of a “hanging
chad” or the final involvement of the
Supreme Court.

But in 2001, things went terribly
wrong. [ blamed you for taking too
many vacations when terrorist chatter
was “blinking red” indicating an
impending attack.

Immediately following the horrible
day of September 11th, I supported
you, but as the weeks and months
dragged on, I became suspicious of
your motives and questioned your com-
petence. If I had voted, perhaps, things
would have been different. Perhaps 9-
11 would not have happened.

If T had voted, I would not have
become enraged when I learned that
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you sat quietly in that Florida class-
room for five long agonizing minutes
after it was confirmed that the country
was under attack. (What were you
thinking?)

I was hurting. I was scared. [ want-
ed those responsible brought to justice.
I wanted you to be a strong leader. But,
instead, we invaded Iraq in May 2003.
If T had voted, perhaps Saddam
Hussein would still be running things
in Baghdad. When only 128 U.S. troops
were killed and after the banner “mis-

* sion accomplished” was unfurled, you

challenged Iraqi insurrection forces in
July 2003 with, “Bring ‘em on!”

Now five years later, the war is still
being waged. Now we have more than
4,000 American troops dead (and tens
of thousands critically injured), per-
haps 100,000 Iraqis dead and billions
of dollars spent on a seemingly endless
war. Your Vice President Dick Cheney
and others implied that Hussein was
involved in the attacks of 9-11.

Meanwhile I found out that when
we had a chance to get Osama bin
Laden who was pinned down in the
mountains of Afghanistan in December
2001, you did not send in additional
troops and he escaped across the bor-
der into Pakistan. I blamed you for
that blunder.

I also blamed you for not finding
Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq. I
blamed you for making outrageous
claims of a new strategic nuclear pre-
emption policy in 2002. The whole
world shuddered at the thought of you
with your finger on the nuclear trigger.

I blamed you for not having any real
post-war planning in Iraq. I blamed
you when I learned that our troops had
to scrounge in Iraqi junkyards for
scrap metal to use as armor plating. I
blamed you when I found out that gov-
ernment contractors, like Halliburton,
were overcharging and raking in mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars.

I blamed you for your administra-
tion’s opposition to the formation of the
9-11 Commission despite pleas from
the survivors and the victim,s families.
The Commission’s report concluded
that there was no evidence of Iraq,s
involvement in the attacks of 9-11.

And although it was a colossal fail-
ure of the most sophisticated intelli-
gence gathering system on Earth, no
one was held accountable for the
events of that horrible day.

I blamed you for a tardy watchdog,
the American press establishment. I
learned about “Curveball”, Judith
Miller, Judith Plame, Scooter Libby
and Hans Blix long after the fact.

I blamed you for the loss of personal
freedoms under the Patriot Act. I
blamed you for the circumventing of
the FISA Court and electronic eaves-
dropping of American citizens in the
United States. I blamed you for
Congress’ lack of oversight and its
acquiescence to your almost dictatorial
war powers. I blamed you for the ideo-
logical shaping of the Justice
Department.

I even blamed you for Hurricane
Katrina.

I see clearly now, it was my fault. I
should have voted 8 years ago. Things
might have been different. I apologize.
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